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A towering figure in 20th-century French art, Henri Matisse (1869-1954) played a crucial
role in the birth of modernism as the inventor of Fauvism, a pictorial style based on pure
color. Until his death at the age of 84, he devoted his life to the development of an innovative
language of color and light, directly addressing the senses. His work still fascinates us today
and continues to have a profound influence on new generations of artists.

Organized in partnership with the Musée national d’art moderne, Centre Pompidou, Paris,
which holds one of the largest collections of Matisse’s work in the world, Henri Matisse: The 1
Path to Color is the first major retrospective of the artist’s work in Japan in neatly twenty ‘ %
years. The exhibition traces Matisse’s experimentations in a wide range of techniques. On ?%g
view are milestones in his pursuit of light and color, representative of each period: paintings, ' :/;\f;z,,,.«;ly,v@;(@mogig

sculptures, drawings, paper cut-outs, books, as well as documents related to the creation of

the Rosary Chapel in Vence in the south of France, one of the masterpieces of his last years 2 (®#1) 19074
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Henri Matisse: The Path to Color

Venue: Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum (Tokyo Ueno-Park)

Dates: April 27 (Thu)—August 20 (Sun), 2023

Closed: Mondays (Except May 1, July 17, August 14) and July 18 (Tue)
Hours: 9:30-17:30 (Until 20:00 on Friday)

Final admission 30 minutes before closing
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Born in} 1869 in Cateau-Cambrésis, Northern France, Henri Matisse studied with Gustave Moreau at
Paris’s Ecole des beaux-arts, before breaking away from traditional painting. In the Salon d’Automne of
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1905, he emerged as the unwitting leader of a new movement, Fauvism, marking this event in the history L oRERE FHRXALREE & § & EImEEERE
of Western art. Later, his pictorial quest found a new momentum in his studio in Nice, Southern France, 0 i . P/a\rk Exit
as he sought a new harmony and balance in contact with a different light. He continued his exploration of 9 (LR [~ v ) 1950-19524 OFRBEH FHLETR [AEO]

color and form throughout his life, right up to the Chapel of the Rosary in Vence, near Nice, the singular
and monumental culmination of his career. Henri Matisse died in Nice in 1954.
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